
ICC Birmingham
20-21 November

Exhibition & Sponsorship 
Opportunities    
Secure your spot at the biggest and 
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The AoC Annual Conference is always a must-
attend event to connect with our FE customers 
and help to build relationships in this sector. 
It’s a well-organised conference with a 
relevant and interesting agenda and we look 
forward to exhibiting again this year.’

Lindsay Plumpton, Marketing Operations Manager, NCFE

AoC Annual Conference is always on our 
exhibition calendar thanks to its prominence 
in the FE Sector. It’s a worthwhile platform for 
us to meet with current clients and develop 
new relationships with those new to our 
offering. It is always well organised and as an 
exhibitor it gives us great exposure!’

Natalie Smith, Event Manager, WPM Education

Content
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I am delighted to offer you 
a wide range of exhibition 
and sponsorship packages 
at the Association of 
Colleges’ Annual Conference 
and Exhibition, the biggest 
and best event in further 
education. This event 
provides a truly unique 
opportunity for suppliers 
to connect and do business 
with key decision makers in 
colleges. 

Last year’s conference attracted 
1250 attendees, including 581 
college delegates representing 
190 colleges, and an exhibition of 
90 suppliers. 

This year’s theme is ‘Driving 
Transformation’ and the 
conference will shine a 
spotlight on how colleges 
are the engines of economic 
success, social prosperity and 
personal wellbeing in their local 
communities, and nationally. We 
are busy working on this year’s 

programme and promise to make 
it as inclusive, thought provoking 
and inspirational as ever. We 
also want to make the supplier 
exhibition the best yet, so we’ve 
dedicated over 6 hours of the two 
day programme to break times 
with the exhibitors and increased 
networking opportunities. This 
year we’re inviting 200+ college 
leaders to an ITN premiere the 
night before the conference, 
followed by a 60 minutes drinks 
reception where exhibitors can 
join and start connecting with a 
highly influential set of guests.  

If you are looking to influence 
and engage with college leaders, 
then take a look at the packages 
detailed in this brochure. We 
can offer a varied and flexible 
range of opportunities for your 
organisation. Cost effective 
exhibition packages start from 
£3750+vat.  

If you would like to discuss what 
your individual package could 
look like then please get in touch.   

Rachel Sidgwick
Sponsorship and Exhibition 
Manager, AoC Create 

Tel: 07736 171949 
sponsorship@aoc-create.co.uk

We’re an 
in-house 
team, we 
are with 

you all 
the 

way!

Welcome

mailto:sponsorship%40aoc-create.co.uk?subject=
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About us 2017 top attendees 
by job titles 

35%

28%

17%

8%

7%

5%

Principal/Chief Executive

Deputy/Vice/Assistant 

Principal

Governor/Chair

Curriculum, Teaching and 

Learning

Business Development, Skills 

and Apprenticeships

Finance/Quality

The Association of Colleges (AoC) 
is a not-for-profit membership 
organisation set up in 1996 by colleges 
to act as their collective voice. We exist 
to represent and promote the interests 
of colleges and provide our members 
with professional support services. 
Our membership is made up of around 
93% of further education, sixth form, 
tertiary and specialist colleges across 
the UK.

Working with the Association of 
Colleges, as part of the AoC Group, 
AoC Create supports all colleges to 
be great colleges by delivering high 
quality and cost-effective further 
education events, training and 
development, executive recruitment, 
interim management and strategic 
consultancy services. We also have 
our market leading jobs board,  
AoCJobs.com, which provides a range 
of packages to promote the latest 
opportunities in FE and attract the 
best talent for our client organisations. 



Exhibition 
packages

Exhibit at the biggest and best event in further education 
and present your company to the leaders and future 
leaders of 190+ UK colleges.  
 
Suppliers can showcase their products at their 
branded stands, meet and gather feedback from their 
customers, and gain new business in a focused and 
lively environment. We dedicate over 6 hours of the 
programme to ‘time spent with exhibitors’ and all the 
daytime catering is served in hall 3 (main exhibition 
area). 

Pre-event benefits:
Exhibitor logo (display business 
type, profile, website and 
appointment link) listed on the 
exhibitors webpage 

Exhibitors promoted to booked 
delegates (exhibitors link)   

Exhibitors promoted in 
recruitment e-shots (sent 
regularly to 5k senior college 
staff) 

Opportunity for delegates 
to pre-book meetings with 
exhibitors 
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Post event benefits:
Receive delegate list 
with emails* (*where 
authorised)

Access to speaker 
presentations (where 
provided)

Event benefits: 

Exhibition space
Exhibition space for the two 
days – shell scheme package* 
(standard size: 3m wide x 2m 
deep x 2.5m high) 

500watt (2amp) power socket 
and free Wi-Fi 

Set-up Monday 19 November 
from 15.00-19.00

 

Exposure and networking
Exhibitor name, stand number, 
business type, website and 
contact listed on the exhibitors’ 
section of the show guide 

All daytime catering is served 
in hall 3 (main exhibition hall)

Exhibitor name, stand number, 
profile, business type, website 
and contact are featured on 
the exhibitors’ section of the 
conference app

Exhibitor floor plans and A-Z 
list of exhibitor details included 
in the show guide   

Acknowledgement of 
exhibitors as part of the chair’s 
main stage introductions

Exhibitor floor plans and A-Z 
list of exhibitors displayed in 
the exhibition areas to help 
guide delegates to stands 

Over 6 hours of the 
programme dedicated to ‘time 
spent with exhibitors’ 

Designated networking areas 
(seated) for exhibitors and 
delegates to use   

Exhibitors invited to the pre-
conference drinks on Monday 
19 November (19:30-20:30) 

Exhibitors invited to the pre-
dinner drinks on Tuesday 20 
November (19:15-20:00) 

Access to delegate list with 
emails* (*where authorised, 
via conference app)

Access to 550+ senior college 
staff 

Staffing
Two exhibitor passes per day 
to staff stand, meet delegates 
and attend the conference 
programme sessions (catering 
and showguide provided)
Additional stand staff can be 
booked online, at £95+vat per 
day (max. two per day)
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Present 
your 

company 
at the biggest 

event in further 
education

Pursue 
valuable leads 
generated by 

exhibiting 

Meet and 
influence 

college leaders and 
future leaders 

Seek 
feedback on 

the products and 
services you 

provide

Connect 
with new and 

existing clients 
and create new 

prospects 

Learn 
about the sector 

you supply and the 
challenges they 

face 

Why should your company 
be there?

The exhibition provides suppliers a truly unique 
opportunity to meet and do business with 550+ college 
leaders, at a conference that supports and inspires the 
sector to continue to learn, grow and succeed.



Exhibition space

The package includes a shell 
scheme stand space to best 
help you promote your brand 
and products directly to colleges. 
To further increase exhibitor 
exposure to busy delegates, 
we’ve removed the header 
boards and lowered the dividing 
stand walls to 1m high to create a 
more open feel to the exhibition, 
which allows more light and 
offers suppliers more freedom 
to brand their stand panels. Plus 
we’ve added a 1m high wall to 
the end of each corner stand so 
we can brand these to improve 
visibility and further increase 
branding. Each stand gets lighting 
(spotlights x2) and one power 

socket (500watts) included in the 
package. Hall 3 stands get two 
branded side walls. We have also 
created voids in the middle of the 
central pods in Hall 3 to house the 
electrics to make the stands more 
streamlined. See the visuals on 
the next page (p9) of the different 
shell packages and shell scheme 
dimensions. 

Additional power and lighting can 
be ordered via the supplier at an 
additional cost. Furniture hire 
and graphics services are also 
available (at an additional cost). 
Exhibitors will be sent details 
about these options. The venue 
offers free public Wi-Fi or 1MB 
hard wired supply for £75+vat 
(installed Monday 19 November). 

We have exhibited at the AoC Annual Conference 
for a number of years, and consider it to be the 
must-attend event in the FE calendar.  It is always 
well-organised and well-attended by the most 
prominent decision makers in the sector.’

Giles Hall, Marketing and Communications Manager, bksb
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Exhibition space
Please see below the pricing structure for standard size shell scheme 
exhibition space options, and refer to the exhibition floor plans and 
exhibition space list, which identify the price zones, stand sizes, price 
per stand and space availability.

Hall 3
(main area)

Hall 3
(main area)

Hall 3
(main area)

Hall 3 
Foyer

(Secondary 
area)

Hall 3 
Foyer

(Secondary 
area)

Zone 1

Zone 2

Zone 3

Zone 3

Zone 4

3m x 2m

3m x 2m

3m x 2m

3m x 2m

3m x 2m

Shell 
scheme

Shell 
scheme

Shell s
cheme

Shell 
scheme

Shell 
scheme

£5,250+VAT

£4,750+VAT

£4,250+VAT

£4,250+VAT

£3,750+VAT

Location Price Zone

Standard 
space size 

(width x 
depth)

Exhibition 
type

Price per 
space
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Subject to change

Zone 1    23-25, 36-68 

Zone 2    17 - 22, 26-35

Zone 3    1 - 16

Hall 3 Exhibition Floor Plan
(main exhibition area)
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Zone 3    F3-F5, F11 - F15

Zone 4    F1-2, F6 - F10 Subject to change

Hall 3 Foyer Exhibition Floor Plan
(Registration area)

NCFE
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Sponsorship
packages

Pre-event benefits:
Official title of ‘Conference 
Sponsor’ 

Announcement via social 
media channels 

Branding: sponsor’s logo 
featured on the ‘sponsors’ 
banner’ displayed on the 
Annual Conference homepage, 
other key pages and on the 
programme 

Sponsor logo listed first on the 
exhibitors web page (which 
opens to display stand number, 
business type, profile, website 
and appointment link)

Sponsor’s stand named on the 
exhibition floor plan 

Sponsor promoted to booked 
delegates (sponsor’s key 
message and exhibitors link)  

Sponsor promoted in 
recruitment e-shots (sent 
regularly to 5k senior college 
staff) 

Opportunity for delegates 
to pre-book meetings with 
sponsor 

Sponsor information sent to 
booked delegates one week 
before the event (sponsor’s 
key information and exhibitors 
link)

As one of the conference 
sponsors, you will enjoy 
top level brand exposure 
and be viewed as a market 
leader at the largest 
annual event for colleges.

Conference Sponsor
 
£25,000+vat 
(two packages available, two sold)

Let us promote your company 
and services at the highest level 
through an event which offers a 
unique platform to demonstrate 
your products and influence 550+ 
senior college leaders.
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Post event benefits:

Receive delegate list with 
emails* (where authorised)

Access to speaker 
presentations (where 
provided)

Event benefits: 

Exhibition 
Prime exhibition space in Hall 
3 (raw space or shell) – 4m 
wide x 3m deep x up to 4m 
high (back wall) – power (1kw) 
and internet (1MB hard wire) 
included  

Staffing
Six exhibitor passes per day to 
attend the conference sessions

Four stand support passes per 
day (access exhibition only)  

Three invites to attend the 
conference dinner and drinks – 
Tuesday 20 November (seated 
dinner and awards ceremony 
in Hall 4) 

Exposure and networking
Primary branding of logo on: 
show guide, stage set, digital 
event signage, event graphics, 
and registration video wall etc. 

Sponsor’s slide displayed on 
the registration video wall 
(hall 3 foyer) and digital blade 
signage, part of a looped 
presentation promoting 
sponsors

Separate entry in the show 
guide for conference sponsors 
i.e. logo, stand number, 
business type, profile, 
incentives and contact etc. 
(half page)

One A4 page (portrait) advert 
in the show guide 

Exhibitor floor plans (with 
Sponsor’s stand named) and 
list of exhibitors included in 
the show guide   

Sponsor logo, stand number, 
profile, business type, website 
and contact featured on the 
exhibitors’ section of the 
conference app

Exhibitor floor plans and list 
of exhibitors displayed in the 
exhibition areas to help guide 
delegates to stands 

Acknowledgement of sponsors 
as part of the chair’s main 
stage introductions 

Over 6 hours of the 
programme dedicated to ‘time 
spent with exhibitors’ 

All daytime catering is served 
in hall 3 (main exhibition area)

Designated networking areas 
(seated) for exhibitors and 
delegates to use   

Sponsors invited to the pre-
conference drinks on Monday 
19 November (19:30-20:30) 

Sponsors invited to the pre-
dinner drinks on Tuesday 20 
November (19:15-20:00) 

Access to delegate list with 
emails* (*where authorised, 
via conference app)

Access to 550+ senior college 
staff

Additional exposure 
to AoC members 

Sponsor’s advert banner 
placed on one weekly AoC 
Create newsletters sent to 
10,000 key college contacts 
every Tuesday (during 
September-Dec 2018)
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Conference dinner sponsor – 
an evening of celebration 

The conference dinner will take place on Tuesday 
evening of the conference, with up to 600 guests 
expected. Following on from the drinks reception, the 
dinner will be hosted in Hall 4, so guests can enjoy a 
more formal, seated 3 course meal and celebrate the 
success of students during the Student of the Year 
Awards ceremony and entertainment throughout the 
evening. The event provides a perfect opportunity to 
build relationships with fellow colleagues and do some 
serious but fun networking. The sponsor can enjoy 
primary branding of the dinner (hall 4) and foyer areas. 

£15,000+vat 
(one package available) 
Tuesday 20 November, 20:00-00:30, Hall 4, ICC



Pre-event benefits:
Official title of ‘Conference 
Dinner Sponsor’
 
Sponsor logo and profile 
featured on the ‘conference 
dinner’ webpage
 
Announcement via social 
media channels
 
Branding: sponsor’s logo 
featured on the ‘sponsors’ 
banner’ displayed on the  
homepage, other key pages 
and on the programme
 
Sponsors logos are listed first 
on the exhibitors’ web page 
(which opens to display stand 
number, business type, profile, 
website and appointment link) 
 

Sponsor’s stand named on the 
Exhibition Floor Plan
 
Sponsors are promoted in 
the recruitment e-shots (sent 
regularly to 5k senior college 
staff)
 
Sponsors promoted to booked 
delegates (exhibitors link) 
 
Opportunity for delegates 
to pre-book meetings with 
sponsors 

Sponsor information sent to 
booked delegates one week 
before the event (sponsor’s 
key information and exhibitors 
link)

16
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Sponsor logo featured on the 
dinner e-ticket (550)
 
Sponsor logo and profile 
printed on the dinner menu
 
Separate entry in the show 
guide for sponsors i.e. logo, 
stand number, business type, 
profile, incentives and contact 
etc. (half page)
 
One A4 advert in the show 
guide 
 
Exhibitor floor plans and list of 
exhibitors included in the show 
guide   
 
Sponsor logo, name, profile, 
business type, website and 
contact featured on the 
exhibitors section of the 
conference app
 
Exhibitor floor plans and list 
of exhibitors displayed in the 
exhibition areas to help guide 
delegates to stands 
 
Acknowledgement of sponsors 
as part of the chair’s main 
stage introductions 
 

Event benefits: 

Exhibition 
Prime exhibition shell scheme 
stand (3m wide x 2m deep x 
2.5m high) in hall 3, zone 1 
(refer to the exhibition space 
package listed earlier)

Staffing
 
Three exhibitor passes per 
day to attend the conference 
sessions
 
Three invites to attend the 
conference dinner and drinks – 
Tuesday 20 November (seated 
dinner and awards ceremony 
in Hall 4) 

 

Exposure and networking
Sponsor’s slides (x2) displayed 
on the registration video wall 
(hall 3 foyer) and digital blade 
signage, part of a looped 
presentation promoting the 
conference dinner
 
Sponsor logo featured on 
plasma screens, stage set and 
onsite dinner graphics

Over 6 hours of the 
programme dedicated to ‘time 
spent with exhibitors’ 

All daytime catering is served 
in hall 3 (main exhibition area)
 
Designated networking areas 
(seated) for exhibitors and 
delegates to use   
 
Sponsors invited to the pre-
conference drinks on Monday 
19 November (19:30-20:30) 
 
Sponsors invited to the pre-
dinner drinks on Tuesday 20 
November (19:15-20:00) 
 
Access to delegate list with 
emails* (*where authorised, 
via conference app)
 
Access to 550+ senior college 
staff

Post event benefits:
Receive delegate list 
with emails* (where 
authorised)

Access to speaker 
presentations (where 
provided)
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Keeping the conference at the delegate’s fingertips, the 
conference app provides delegates with live updates 
and push notifications. It provides the facility to consult 
the programme, load presentations, review speakers, 
record notes, swap contact details and review the 
exhibition map with ease. Increase your brand visibility 
by sponsoring the interactive conference app. 500 
delegates used the app last year!

£10,000+vat (one package available) 

Conference app sponsor 

Key benefits:
Official title of ‘Conference App 
Sponsor’
 
Logo on opening screen of app
 
Branded background to app

Sponsor logo included on the 
conference app advert in the 
show guide 

Promotion of logo on: show 
guide, digital event signage, 
event graphics and 
registration video wall  
 
Sponsor logo and strapline on 
bus stop sign to promote the 
app
 
Send two push notifications to 
all users during the conference

Prime exhibition shell scheme 
stand (3m wide x 2m deep x 
2.5m high) in hall 3, zone 1 
(refer to the exhibition space 
package listed earlier)
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Present and promote 
your college case studies 
to a highly influential 
audience. This is a 
fantastic opportunity for 
suppliers to speak directly 
to colleges about their 
services and be part of 
the thought provoking 
conference programme. 

£5,000+vat  
(subject to selection) 

Breakout 
sessions 

Key benefits:
Deliver a 60 minute breakout 
session to the senior leaders 
of colleges (Tuesday or 
Wednesday)
 
Breakout Session info: time, 
number, room, title, synopsis 
and speakers featured on the 
programme, in the show guide 
and on the conference app 

Web marketing: breakout 
session info featured on 
the programme page (from 
September)  

Breakout session room fully 
set-up with laptop, screen and 
projector – technician on hand

Opportunity to brand breakout 
room i.e. goodie bags, seat 
drop, pop up stands

Breakouts included on the 
registration form for delegate 
to pre-book

Breakouts promoted to booked 
delegates 

Breakouts promoted in 
recruitment e-shots (sent 
regularly to 5k senior college 
staff)

Receive delegate list of session 
attendees (name, job title and 
college) where 
authorised)

Two speaker passes to deliver 
the session and attend the 
conference sessions (day of 
session only, catering and 
show guide included)

Breakout sessions are subject to selection and must 
be submitted online via the submission website, 
Please refer to the Breakout Session Guidelines before 
submitting. Closing date for all submissions is 17.30 
Monday 13 August.

https://www.aoccreateevents.co.uk/aoc/1271/registe


Work Experience Students Sponsor

We offer a selection of lucky students the opportunity to 
work with us at the event to gain first-hand experience 
to help towards their course and career. Departments 
include: Audio Visual, Catering, Events Management and 
Security. 

£3,000+vat (one package available)

Key benefits:
Sponsor logo and profile added 
to the students web page 

Sponsor logo and name on 
the programme as "Work 
Experience Students Sponsor” 

Sponsor web marketing: logo 
on the exhibitors’ page (which 
opens to display 
business type, profile, website 
and appointment link) 

Sponsor information listed in 
the students’ section of the 
show guide 

Sponsor logo will be printed on 
the student badges 

 
Sponsor logo will feature on 
the registration video wall (hall 
3 foyer) as part of the sponsors 
slideshow 

Acknowledgement of sponsors 
as part of the chair’s main 
stage introductions 

Opportunity for sponsor to 
provide branded t-shirts for 
students to wear

Opportunity for sponsor to 
meet the students and take 
photographs 

Student sponsorship 
packages

20
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AoC Student of the Year Award sponsor

The AoC Student of the Year Awards highlight 
achievement and celebrates success. This year’s three 
categories are: 

• AoC Young Student of the Year (16 to 18-year-olds)
• AoC Adult Student of the Year (19 years and over)
• AoC Apprentice of the Year 

The finalists and winners of the Student of the Year 
Awards are announced and presented with their 
awards during the Conference Dinner in Hall 4, 
Tuesday 20 November. 

£3,000+vat 
(3 packages available)

Key benefits:
Sponsor logo and profile added 
to the ‘students’ web page 

Sponsor logo added to the AoC 
website awards page 

Sponsor logo and award 
category on the programme as 
part of the sponsors’ 
banner  

Sponsor web marketing: logo 
on the exhibitors’ page (which 
opens to display 
business type, profile, website 
and appointment link) 

Sponsor information listed in 
the awards section of the show 
guide 

Sponsor logo will feature on 
the registration video wall 
(hall 3 foyer) as part of the 
sponsors’ slideshow 

Sponsor logo will be engraved 
on the award and printed on 
the certificate 

Sponsor logo will be part of 
the stage slideshow when the 
award category is 
announced 

Two invites for sponsor to 
the Conference Dinner and 
daytime conference (Tuesday 
20 November)  

Acknowledgement of sponsor 
by Awards compere

Opportunity to present the 
Award to the winner and be 
photographed with finalists 
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Delegate bag sponsor
£2,500+vat (one package available)
 
Exclusive opportunity to have your branded delegate bags handed out 
in registration area for all delegates (1250). Opportunity for sponsor to 
pre-stuff with branded giveaways, brochure or welcome letter etc. 
Sponsor to provide, bag style and sponsor information prior approved 
by AoC.

Pen sponsorship 
£2,500+vat (one package available)

Exclusive opportunity to have your branded writing pens available in 
the registration area for all delegates (1250). To be provided by the 
sponsor and prior approved by AoC.

Pad sponsorship 
£2,500+vat (one package available)

Exclusive opportunity to have your branded notepads available in the 
registration area for all delegates (1250). To be provided by the sponsor 
and prior approved by AoC.

Advert in show guide
Full page £1,250+vat or half page £750+vat (portrait)

Place your designed advert in the event show guide, the most useful 
brochure for delegates at the event. Choose a full page or half page 
colour A4 advert. The event show guide is available to all attendees at 
the event (1250).

The prices and packages detailed in this brochure are accurate 
at the time of release but may be subject to change. 



This event is brought to you by

www.aocannualconference.co.uk

2-5 Stedham Place, London WC1A 1HU 
Email: sponsorship@aoc.co.uk | Tel: 07736 171949
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